Medison, Wise. July 4, 19
' v 4 1954 July 4, 1954

Dear Svyd:

e We were happy to have news of your final safe return home. We could not begrudge
this of you, but we wnjoyed your visit so thoroughly we were sorry it cou’d not be
longer. As you know, Nancy Milliis is safely here and, I believe, is ”iVing
with Helen Byers and the other girls. We've seen here but once. It is toc bad she did
not arrange to go to F.G. this year: I undemstand { hut am not certain; that van el
will be away next surmer. Tom Nelson is out there now, will coms back hriefly in
September, and then go out to the new Institute of Bilology (Wakeman's) at Rutgers
University, with Szybalski. By the way, he inherited your apartent (at 665) and
now Boris has it (at %55);. This ie enough statistics to plot a distribution curve
of business acuren, or perhaps only the fluctuation of supply and denmand.

A few commenke on your Report (which Hans Ris kept for sore time, after which
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no idea you would take soy much trouble over it. This is not to rminimize ite factual

content: all in all, I cannot thihk how you could have spent your few ronths more
productively, and the background you (and I !} have now picked up will be indispen-
sable for later. Just for pique, 4wo types: p. 1, loss of cytopiamedle; pel7 strains
were unavaldable. p26 Table, WY-28, 29: what does "coon| wean. In re table 6,
what do you think of the effect of air there? Would it be worthwhile to set up
Warburg comparisons of respiration of WY-6, & (1 XKCi aiso)? Do you have any Hadi,
spectral data on WY-87% Bob Wright is gradually shifting his program over
here, but will stay in biochem. %111 September. Meanwhile. we've gotten some better
haploids from Caroline Raut. If they hold up for our neede; and :rove to be good
oxidisers too, we'll exchhnge them and any auxotrophe he may get from them. I'm
pleasef that the shipment of cultures arrived OX., I hope you found the TH2, phare,
and chemicale in the sa-e parcel (per shipping ticket). I'vs not seen too nmuch
of Hans, and he's in Europe now. But before hey left, I set up some V=L and -8 for
him to embed. I think he rieans to section snd examine that :aterial at Stockholn.

I should thank you for the sample of New Zealand agar that your de artrent sent.
After shipping and duty (especially the latter), this proved to be not ruch chesper
than the domestic overpriced stuff. But I'd have ordered o ton of it except that your
sarple gseemed to be contmamlinated with at least biotin as representative of rouwih
factors. I have ordered about 20%# more, hope it may be somewhat bhetter. Do you
plan any nore, or have any relevant records on the stre touycin-resistarce tranefor-
mation?

The rain thing new in my own lab work is that I've shifted the nmicromanizulator
back 40 ¢oli work ( eince eoming back from the Osk Ridge meeting in April;. and in
znatches of time between papers and trips (or so it seems) have been looking again
for the coll zygotes, this time with better luck. In a setup with 'fr wotile x -
nonmotile, one easily finds a fair number of coupled cells {one of cach parent)
swiming through the drops. They are easily detected by their tumbling rotion; I'd
missed them before for not using a rotile parent, an idea that caye from the Salmo-
nella sericlones. Anyhowy the pairs disjoin after an hour or two, and clones from
the exconjugante very often show recombinants, but oniy from the F- cell. The rode
of connection is not clear, probably ilke the stained photographg I & owed you, but
the conjugation tube is not visible in life, though it may be etretched to as much as
a micron or more #n length (in terms of separation of visibly attached cel's).

The weati:er here has been unbearbly hot and cold by speils: welre lamning tc
leave here about July 20, fhrst for Ann Arbor and then (August) for the arine Bio-
loghcal Labe, Woode Hole, Masa. I should see 'Phruss thers, ammmg others.

Egther and I send our best, of course; and hope to hear fror you occasionally.
Yours,

Joghua Lederbarg
Professor of Yondics
P93¢ It was rmost considerate of you to write to Bornard
from the Pitcairne. A validly used atamp from there 1s
something of a rarity. !y brother writes proudly of having
zotten into pmmpalship with *ichase’l.



